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Master of Business Administration (MBA), Department of Business Administration, 
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A Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree introduces the student to the various 
functional areas (information technology (IT), human resources, management (strategic), 
accounting, finance, economics, operations, marketing, including global implications for these 
functional business areas) required to run a successful small, medium, or large organization or 
prepares the student to successfully pursue an entrepreneurial venture.  The rigors of an MBA 
program give the student the opportunity to acquire those managerial skills and competencies 
needed to efficiently and to effectively manage and to lead an organization or an entrepreneurial 
venture from a system’s perspective.  The student will, also, learn how these organizational 
“sides” and “facets” fit together, operating in a synergistic fashion all for the purpose of 
achieving organizational effectiveness.  In addition, the student will be equipped to aid an 
organization with creating a sustainable competitive advantage in an ever changing global 
competitive landscape!  
 
Reasons MBA degrees are highly valued by employers and entrepreneurial investors: 

1) MBA students are taught an advanced synergistic and integrated understanding of the 
knowledge of the functional areas of business concepts. 

 
2) MBA students are exposed to the organizational dynamics of working together in 

groups or on teams, as many organizations have realized the efficacy and potential 
strength in multiple ideas being generated in a group or team environment.   
 

3) MBA students are taught problem solving techniques from a systems perspective; 
seeing how all of the “parts” fit together as a whole (asking the question:  what is the end 
result?) and recognizing the unique contributions all human and non-human resources. 
 

4) MBA students are taught critical thinking skills, which ties into point # 3, where the 
uniqueness of human and non-human resources and a thorough knowledge of the external 
environment are weighted as to their impact on decisions for achieving competitive 
advantage for an organization. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):   
1) Is the MBA online? 

Yes, the MBA at Mississippi Valley State University is 100% online!  All MBA classes 
are online and there are no face-to-face classroom requirements.  All you will need is a 
computer, laptop, or Pad and Internet access. 

 
2) Are there any graduate entrance exam requirements? 

No, there are no GRE or GMAT entrance exams or scores required as part of the 
application process for entry into the Mississippi Valley State University Graduate MBA 
program. 
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3) How many hours are required to complete the MBA program? 
The program at Mississippi Valley State University requires only a total of 30 hours to 
complete or a total on 10 courses.  So, the MBA program could be completed in as little 
as one year or in no more than one year and one semester. 

 
4) Are there special requirement for international students for the MBA program? 

There may be additional requirements for international students looking to apply to the 
MVSU Graduate program.  Information for potential additional requirements for 
international students can be found in the 2019-2021 Graduate Catalog (pg 24, para 2).  
Additionally, this information can be obtained from the Mississippi Valley State 
University Admissions Office at 662-254-3347 or at admsn@mvsu.edu. 

 
5) Can I apply to the MBA program, even if I do not have an undergraduate degree in 

business administration? 
Yes, you can still apply to the MBA program.  For students who fit into this category of 
non-business majors, the MVSU Department of Business Administration offers “MBA 
Foundational Courses” that non-business majors are strongly encouraged to take to give 
them a background in some of the functional areas of business administration.   

 
 


