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Presiding
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INVOCATION ……………….…..….……….…….……… Dr. Maurice Lawson
Director, Veteran Student Success

WELCOME ………………………………………………… Dr. Jerryl Briggs, Sr.
President of Mississippi Valley State University

Dr.Victor Bii
Chair of the Graduate Council

HOODING OF THE 
CANDIDATES ……………….………………………… Dr. Abigail S. Newsome

Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

Master of Arts in Convergent Media
Assistant Professor, Dr. Gail Brown

Master of Arts in Rural Public Policy and Planning 
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Shequite Wilson-Johnson

Master of Arts in Teaching
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Ying Wang 

Master of Business Administration
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Jimmie S. Warren

Master of Science in Bioinformatics
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Victor Bii

Master of Science in Criminal Justice
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Ogbonnaya Oko Elechi

Master of Science in Environmental Health
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Matthewos Eshete

Master of Sport Administration
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Gloria Ross

Master of Social Work 
Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Chetara Hampton-Epps

CLOSING REMARKS …………….…..….……….…… Dr. Abigail S. Newsome

BENEDICATION ………………………….……………… Dr. Maurice Lawson

ALMA MATER ………………….……….………………… Mr. Nicholas Tucker 
B.S. Music Education Fall 2026 

RECESSIONAL* 
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Master of Arts in Convergent Media 
Graduate Coordinator, 
Dr. Carolyn L. Gordon 

Master of Science in Criminal Justice 
Graduate Coordinator, 

Dr. Ogbonnaya Oko Elechi
 

Master of Arts in Rural Public Policy and Planning 
Graduate Coordinator, 

Dr. Shequite Wilson-Johnson
 

Master of Arts in Teaching 
Graduate Coordinator, 

Dr. Ying Wang 
 

Master of Business Administration 
Graduate Coordinator, 
Dr. Jimmie S. Warren 

 

Master of Science in Bioinformatics 
Graduate Coordinator, 
Dr. Victor Bii 
 
Master of Science in Environmental Health 
Graduate Coordinator, 
Dr. Matthewos Eshete
 
Master of Social Work 
Graduate Coordinator, 
Dr. Chetara Hampton-Epps

Master of Science in Sport Administration
Graduate Coordinator
Dr. Gloria Ross 

Graduate CouncilGraduate Council



James Snipes
Master of Arts 
Convergent Media 

Latavia R. Williams
Master of Arts 
Convergent Media

Pluma Gibson
Master of Science	
Criminal Justice

Bryson J. Baggett	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Derrick E. Beck	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Glenneisa D. Frost
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Kalyn J. Jackson	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

William J. Menedez	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Kiyon C. Morris	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Austin Payne	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Christopher I. Soeder	
Master of Science	
Business Administration

Benjamin Antwi
Master of Arts	
Rural Public Policy And Planning

Allen T. Spurlock
Master of Arts in Teaching 
Master Arts in Teaching

Ryan M. Mays
Master of Science	
Bioinformatics

Liyah L. Davis
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Bianca N. Goss
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Ja’necia R. Johnson
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Brandon S. Lopes
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Yujaira J. Minton
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Darrell D. Smith
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

Deshamya M. Stevens-Smith
Master of Science	
Environmental Health

John P. Early
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Reginald D. Hall
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Malachi D. Holt
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

George Ivory, III	
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

De’nautis D. Liddell
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Jeremy D. Lockhart
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Jamaya K. Morris
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Tyrese M. Owens
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Galvin Sims, Sr.
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Hillary A. Victor
Master of Science	
Sports Administration

Sandra T. Green
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Karyn E. Haslett
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Detrini V. Russell
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Melvern Scott
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Alicia Washington
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Verkendra S. Washington
Master of Social Work	
Social Work

Desmond Zigah
Master of Social Work	
Social Work
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Alma Mater

Hail to thee our Alma Mater
Colors Green and White

MVSU our sons and daughters
Always stand for right.

When the days of joy and laughter
Fade upon our sight,

We will love our Alma Mater
Dear old Green and White.

We will love and cherish thee 
Through all our lives

Green and White we will honor
Keeping standards high.

Chorus

Grateful, loyal, true and faithful
We will be true;

May thy name be everlasting
Dear old MVSU.
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